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Economic and Technical Importance of Cold Storage Facilities for the
Preservation of Agricultural Produce in Afghanistan

Khal Mohammad Ahmadzai?, Ayaz Khan Naseri', Salahuddin Hidayat?
1Department of Agricultural Economics and Extension, Agriculture Faculty, Kabul University
*Corresponding Author Email: ahmadzaikhalmohammad@gmail.com

Abstract
This article aims to examine the economic and technical importance of cold storage facilities,

their current status in Afghanistan, the types and equipment of cold storage facilities, and the
challenges associated with the development of the cold chain. The research method is a
narrative review, drawing on institutional reports, documents related to the agricultural sector,
and scientific articles published on post-harvest storage and cold storage technology. According
to figures reported in sources from the relevant ministries, Afghanistan has 3,178 storage units,
including 3,063 farm-level storage units, 41 commercial units, and 74 cooperative units. The
total storage capacity is also reported to be approximately 180 thousand metric tonnes,
compared with an annual production of Approximately 5.84 million metric tonnes of fruits and
vegetables. The article concludes that developing standard cold storage facilities, ensuring a
reliable energy supply, training human resources, improving product packaging and
transportation, and establishing a sustainable cold chain management system can help reduce
losses and improve the market performance of agricultural products in Afghanistan.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Agricultural Products, Cold Chain, Cold Storage, Food Security, Losses
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